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Hello! 
 
 

Once again (hopefully), we bring you the Winter Edition of the Cloch 
in mid- November, rather than the traditional early December. We 
trialled this last year, and it seemed popular, arriving early enough 
to inform you about Christmas events in our area.  I appreciate that 
not  everyone celebrates Christmas, but never fear, your regular 
updates and local trades are still here for everyone! 
 
Of  course,  this  means that  anyone  writing for the  Cloch,  me 
included, needs to be thinking ahead, about  Christmas or other 
Winter events, in mid-October. 
 
With this in mind, my list of local seasonal events (on p. 25) may not 
be complete. I apologise if I have missed your event, but this is a 
summary of those brought to my attention by mid-October, not 
least the Santa Run.  I hope it will,  nevertheless,  be  helpful in 
planning your Winter outings. 
 
By the time you read this,  Portlethen should be starting to look 
festive. We can look forward to two Christmas trees (Daddy and 
Baby), as well as the many Christmas motifs on lamp-posts. 

 
The lovely photo on the front cover is courtesy of Portlethen Moss 
Conservation Group (Toni Watt). 
 
 
If you would like to write an article relevant to the local community 
(it’s your magazine,  so why not?),  please contact me at the email 
address below. Similarly, if you would like to advertise your local 
business, please get in touch - our advertising rates 
are shown inside the back page. 
 

Meanwhile, the rest of the Cloch team and I wish you 
all the very best for the festive season, and a happy 
and healthy new year. 

 
Alison Lloyd-Wiggins - Editor 

 

(checking a Cloch proof at  
Winter & Simpson, Printers) 

Email the Clochandighter on clochandighter.editor@gmail.com  

 

Editorial 
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MARK MILNES 
 

 
Painting and Decorating Services 

 

 Interior and Exterior 
 Wallpaper Hanging 
 Quality Products with a Quality Finish 
 Professional and Reliable Service 

 

 

      FREE ESTIMATES 
 

            FOR COMPETITIVE RATES, PLEASE CALL  

           07793 677908 

         Email:  mark.milnes@hotmail.co.uk 
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House of Salvation Church, Portlethen. 

Scottish Charity No: SC045795 

 
2024 has been an exciting year at the House of Salvation Church, filled with 
joy, service, and connection. We have actively participated in community 
events, bringing together faith and fun. Our two "Fun Factory" editions for the 
Children (Ages 5-11) were unforgettable. In March, we celebrated Mother’s 
Day with a special edition themed ‘A Mother’s Love’, and in September, we 
gathered once again with the theme 'The Armour of God.' These events were 
filled with laughter, learning, and love for our little ones. 
 
The summer months came, and we participated at the Portlethen Gala where 
our choir’s performance was both uplifting and glorious, filling the day with 
praise, joyful songs and dancing. 
 
We continued with our responsibility of caring for the environment through 
our  Litter  Picking  program – a hands-on initiative where volunteers come 
together to clean and beautify our local area. It’s a wonderful way to meet 
neighbours, enjoy the outdoors and contribute to keeping our community 

clean and green. 
 
We’ve stayed connected with our seniors, paying visits to the Lethen Park Care 
Home and keeping them in our prayers as we continue to spread love and 
compassion. 
 
As the year comes to a close, we warmly invite everyone to join us for our 
Christmas Carol service on 22nd December, 11am at the theatre, Portlethen 
Academy. Let’s come together to sing Carols, dance, share love and remember 
the true reason for the season – the birth of our Saviour, Emmanuel - which 
means “God is with us”. 
 
Whether  you  are  looking  for  a  place  of  worship,  to volunteer your time, 
or simply to connect with others,  House  of Salvation offers something for 
everyone. The House of Salvation Church meets every Sunday at 11am at the 
Portlethen Academy. We look forward to welcoming you! 
 
Contact Information: 
Tel – 07877103721 (Joy) or 07932853611 (Femi)  

Email – info@houseofsalvation.org.uk 

Website: www.houseofsalvation.org.uk 
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Its nearly Christmas time once again!   Quickly before the Christmas 

stuff, I’d just like to say well done to the Gala Committee for all their 

hard work with the gala, they raised a £2750 profit after costs, and this 

has now been distributed around our community to various groups. It’s 

your town, your Gala, please get involved. Yes, it’s time to be working 

on making 2025 Gala the best ever! 
 

It’s great to see the monthly market back here in Portlethen. Thanks to 

Mandy Ross from the PDCC for getting this organised and sorting out 

the vendors etc. Remember - please use the market because if it’s not supported, it’ll be difficult 

for it to continue. The last few markets have had around 20 local vendors come to our wee town. 
 

By the time this edition has hit your doorstep, the town should be adorned with the beautiful 

Christmas tree with over 600 metres of tree lights on both it and the baby tree, which is fairly 

starting to grow too! 
 

The elves should have worked their magic and the new Christmas motifs should be on the lamp 

posts in the main streets! There will be lots of fairs and events on this Christmas. Please keep up 

to date on social media and posters locally for further information. 
 

The  Santa Run is back again this Christmas too, supporting all 3 local primary schools and our 

charity of choice (to be confirmed). If you’d like to get involved, please contact your school PTA 

who will be more than happy to hear from you. 
 

A huge thanks to William Nicol, as the main transport sponsor, for supporting my crazy idea from 

the start, and Graham Chapman who gives his time to drive Santa. More information is available 

on the times and other sponsors that support it. 
 

Have a great Festive Season and enjoy catching up with family and friends. 

Thanks, Darren.  PTA Chair. 

 
Credit Debit Balance 

Balance b/fwd 30/04/24   £6,955.44 

Advertisers 4,935.00  £11,890.44 

Postage & stationery  -44.28 £11,846.16 

Microsoft Office 365  -79.99 £10,328.44 

Printers  -3,392.00 £8,374.17 

Clochandighter Accounts 
 

Transactions in the quarter to 13th October 2024 
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Portlethen Santa Run is back for 2024! 
 

It is once again being organised and run by Portlethen 
Town Association,  in  conjunction  with  Fishermoss 
Primary, Portlethen Primary, Hillside Primary and a local 
charity (to be confirmed). The run will take place on the 
dates advertised below, unless the weather is against us 
or we’re short of helpers. 
 

The profits will be split evenly between the schools and the charity. 
 

This is for the benefit of all the community, and we will try our best to get round 
Portlethen on these nights, but bear in mind we are all volunteers and sometimes 
things may happen outwith our control, and we may not get to a certain road! 
 

There will be constant updates on Facebook throughout the run nights, so keep 
checking for details. 
 
Night 1 - 3rd December: Duffshill Drive, Haremoss Avenue, Mosside Avenue, 
Craigleith Avenue, Craigleith Drive, Eskywell Place, Mosside Avenue, Sunnyside 
Drive, Mosside Avenue, Hillside Road, Hillside Avenue, Hillside Drive, Hillside 
Place, Schoolhill Road, Clochandighter Terrace, Clochandighter Drive, Schoolhill 
Road, Auchlee Wynd, Auchlee Gardens, Schoolhill Road, Hillside Road, Schoolhill 
Drive, Barnhill Gardens, Newlands Drive, Newlands Avenue, Stone Circle, Hillside 
School, Barnhill Drive, Schoolhill Drive, Bishopstone Place, Bishopstone Gardens, 
Bishopstone Circle,  Wellbrae,  Redmire Cresent,  Balquharn Drive, Balquharn 
Circle. 
 

Night 2 - 4th December: Clashfarquar Cresent, Craighead Avenue, Cairnwell 
Drive, Whinpark Circle, Muirend Road, Bruntland Road, Fern Drive, Bracken Road, 
Bruntland Road, The Square, Cookston Road, Portlethen Primary, Rowanbank 
Road, Glascairn Avenue, Dunvegan Avenue, Mosside Crescent, Mosside Drive, 
Rowanbank Road, Glebe Court, Devenick Drive, Thistle Drive, Claymore Avenue, 
Thistle Drive, Ninian Place, Thistle Drive, Argyll Place. 
 

Night 3 - 5th December: Bruntland Court, Oak Drive, Berrymuir Road, Fishermoss 
School, The Green, Ash Place, Easter Place, Easter Drive, Bramble Way-Place-
Court, Drumthwacket Drive, Lethen Walk, Bourtree Avenue, Gorse Circle, Alder 
Drive, Cairngrassie Circle, Cairngrassie Drive, Berrymuir Road, Broomfield Road, 
Broomfield Park, Boswell Road. 
 

Night 4 - 6th December: 
5.30pm Approx Lethen Park Care Home. 
6.15pm Approx Marywell – Wellington drive, Checkbar Gardens, Bothybrigs Drive. 
7pm Approx Findon Area. 
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Mearns FM 
MearnsFM  had a very busy  summer  season  event-wise,  and  

then  our members managed to enjoy some down time before 

Halloween disco season, Bonfire nights and Christmas discos. 
 

Mearns FM  launched a brand-new schedule in September with 
a number of new shows on air and, with the launch of the new 
schedule, we are looking for new on-air presenters and encourage anyone interested to 
drop us an email  
volunteers@mearnsfm.org.uk 
 

MearnsFM  is hosting a Christmas Craft Fayre at the Aberdeen Altens Hotel on Decem-
ber 1st, with over 30 stallholders booked in to attend. We also have a face painter 
booked to attend, and we have managed to arrange for Santa to stop in at our grotto 
for the day. Tickets for Santa's grotto are available from our website mearnsfm.org.uk/
events 
 

Our Christmas party nights are back this year in the Stonehaven Legion function room 
in December, on Friday 21st and Saturday 22nd, tickets are £8 and are available from 
our website mearnsfm.org.uk/events 
 

Our  Christmas  advertising  bundles  are  in  the  final  stages  of  planning and will be 
released very soon, any local business who would like more information can email us 
sales@mearnsfm.org.uk 

 

We are still taking event bookings for the remainder of the year and our booking system 
is open for 2025 events too!  

Michael Smith, Chairman, MearnsFM 
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 F E D  U P  I R O N I N G? 

 
 

Please call The Ironing Lady on  01224 784882 
  Collection from your home after 6pm and deliver back  

either folded or on hangers within 48 hours.  
(Non-Smoker & ironing carried out in a non smoking environment.) 

 

 Shirts, blouses, skirts    £2.00 per item 
 Dresses, Jeans, trousers    £2.50 per item 
 Children's clothing over 8 yrs-13yrs £1.50 per item 
 Children clothing under 8yrs   £1.00 per item 
 Single Duvet Cover     £2.50 per item 
 Double Duvet Cover    £3.50 per item 
 King Size Duvet Cover    £4.50 per item 
 Single Sheet (flat)     £1.00 per item 
 Single Sheet (fitted/valance)  £1.50 per item 
 Double Sheet (flat)    £2.00 per item 
 Double Sheet (fitted/valance)           £2.50 per item 
 King Size Sheet (flat)       £3.00 per item 
 King Size (fitted/valance)   £3.50 per item 
 Pillow Cases     £0.75 per item 
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Portlethen Moss   

Conservation Group         
Registered Scottish Charity No – 

SC040350      
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/portlethenmoss      

https://www.facebook.com/PortlethenWoodland 
 

 

Our Group’s Projects - Portlethen Moss,  

Portlethen Community Woodland  

& Community Wildlife & Sensory Garden 
 

Portlethen Moss – Local Nature Conservation Site (LNCS)  
 

We had a fantastic display of Devils Bit Scabious on the moss this year, 
17 peacock butterflies were counted feeding on them at the same time.  
 
It’s been a strange year with people from all over the UK saying there’s 
been a distinct lack of pollinators. We’re lucky that our moss still provides 
food and suitable habitat for a variety of pollinators. 
 
Aberdeenshire Council is in the process of organising ongoing treatment 

to erase the invasive knotweed and prickly heath. I saw a group of 

schoolchildren with their teachers going into the moss with clipboards the 

other day – it’s wonderful to see groups like this using the moss as an 

educational resource. 

 
 

Community Woodland 
 

We tidied up the orchard for  winter and  oiled the wooden sculptures 
before year end. I hope some of you picked some of the fruit and berries 
in the orchard, the blackcurrants and plums in particular were abundant 
this year.  
 
Aberdeenshire Council, at time of writing, advised me that the woodland 

paths  will be upgraded before the end of 2024, this will make a huge 

difference especially to the areas that become waterlogged and muddy 

in wet weather. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/portlethenmoss
https://www.facebook.com/PortlethenWoodland
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Community Wildlife & Sensory Garden 
 

What a busy year we’ve had, along with looking after the woodland and 
moss we created this garden! 
 
A huge thanks to everyone who came to the garden opening in August 
and for making it a very enjoyable event. Highlights were the ‘Children’s 
Bug Hunt’ where 24 different species of insects were recorded, the 
‘Unveiling of the Amazing Story Throne’, the arrival of the ‘Library Book 
Bug’ and last but not least the ‘Cup cakes and Juice’! 
 
We’re very pleased with how the garden has looked, even in its first 
year, it’s attracted many pollinators. We’ve lots of plans for the garden 
in 2025 and are looking forward to seeing the bulbs bloom again in 
Spring. 
 
If you wish to know more about the group or if you want to become a 
member  (new  members  are always very welcome),  please do not 
hesitate to contact us through our Facebook page or at one of our 
events.   
 
Being a group member is neither onerous or time consuming, we have 

‘hands on’ events throughout the year that everyone is welcome to take 

part in. It’s very rewarding, you can see the results of the work we do 

and you know that you’re doing something really positive for our local 

environment 

 

https://www.facebook.com/portlethenmoss      

https://www.facebook.com/PortlethenWoodland 

 

Please help us raise funds for these community projects each time you 

shop online, at no cost to you whatsoever, you’ll be amazed at how many 

businesses support this - even Domino’s Pizza    

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

https://www.facebook.com/portlethenmoss
https://www.facebook.com/PortlethenWoodland
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/portlethenmossconservationgroup
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Helping Our Endangered Hedgehogs  
 

www.facebook.com/HedgehogsofPortlethen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

, 

 

 

 

 

 

The arrival of Autumn signals to hedgehogs that it’s time  
to prepare for hibernation. 

 
However small, juvenile hedgehogs and their mothers often remain active right 
up until December and in some cases don’t hibernate at all – especially if you 
live in the warmer parts of the UK.  So long as they look healthy and are only 
active  at  night, they need  no human intervention whatsoever other than 
providing food and water to help them. 
 
By now, your regulars may have gone into hibernation and the food bowls are 
untouched. However, if you don’t have a night camera you may never know 
when one may appear.  Therefore,  it’s advisable, even when the food is no 
longer being eaten, to continue to provide it. Very often in the dark depths of 
winter a starving little hedgehog will come looking for food – it can and does 
happen. 
 
A well-made hedgehog house, packed full of dust extracted hay or barley straw, 
in a dry sheltered spot, will give them somewhere safe and cosy to nest. Young 
inexperienced hedgehogs can struggle to find suitable hibernation sites and 
build well insulated hibernation nests - which are vital to keep them dry and frost 
free while they hibernate. A ‘small’ hedgehog weighing as little as 450g can and 
will survive hibernation if they have a suitable nest.  
 
If you see a hedgehog out during the day in winter, no matter how well it may 
look, it’s a very poorly hedgehog and needs containing in a high sided box while 
you call The New Arc for advice tel: 01358 701723. 
 

Check out the Hedgehogs of Portlethen & Surrounding Area Facebook page 
where there’s lots of information, use the search tab to look for information and if 
you don’t find the answer you need send a message directly. 

http://www.facebook.com/HedgehogsofPortlethen
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Michael Morton  
Painting & Decorating Services  

 

 All aspects of  internal and external decoration undertaken 
           Ames taping  - Wallpapering  

 

          Local references available on request  
            30 years experience in the trade 

 

           Please call Mike for your friendly no obligation quote 
          Tel:  07809896151   or   e-mail:  mike.paintin68@gmail.com  
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Portlethen Financial Services 
Mortgage Brokers | Financial Advisers | Later Life Lending 

Unit 14 The Green, Berrymuir Road, Portlethen, Aberdeen, AB12 4UN 
Telephone: 01224 784030 | info@portfs.co.uk | www.portlethenfinancial.co.uk  
 

*Mortgage    * Remortgage 
* Buy to Let   * Self-Build Mortgage 
* Additional Borrowing * First Time Buyer 
* Equity Release   * Retirement Interest Only 
* Life Insurance   * Critical Illness Cover 
* Income Protection  * Mortgage Protection 

 

To arrange a review of your mortgage needs and life insurance  
get in touch: email info@portfs.co.uk or call 01224 784030 

 

Impartial & Unbiased advice for all your mortgage and insurance needs 
 

Your property may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage 
 

Equity Release refers to home reversion plans and lifetime mortgages. To understand the features 
and risks, ask for a personalised illustration 

 

For Equity release advice we will charge a fee of £495, and we will also receive commission from 
the lender. 

TREAT YOUR CARPETS AND SUITE 
AND HAVE THEM  

  
 

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
Est 1995 

 

Always using premium products for the best possible  
results. 
All carpets pre-sprayed, sanitised/deodorised and spot 
and stain removal applied where and when possible. 
All carpets and rugs raked or brushed for aeration and 
presentation 
Coasters are used where and when needed. 
 

See reviews and pics: 
 Google, Yel.com, Facebook 
 Allkleenaberdeen.co.uk 
Contact us: 
 Tel: 07836 248022 
 Email: allkleen@hotmail.co.uk 
 Fb Messenger,  WhatsApp 

http://www.portlethenfinancial.co.uk
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For all your roofing needs look no further than  
S Milne Slating Services. 

We carry out the following works:  
 

Slating, tiling works.  
Gutter cleaning, repairs and renewals.  

Harling/Roughcasting all cement works. 
Felt flat roof renewals and repairs. 

 

Free estimates available.  Emergency call out service.  
All of our works are guaranteed.  
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We have over 30 years’ experience working with individual 
and corporate clients on a number of small, medium and 

large architectural projects throughout the northeast 
  

∙ Free initial consultation ∙ Full design service ∙ 

Building consents obtained ∙ 
Extensions and alterations ∙ Conversions ∙ New builds 

 

Tel: 01224 782035 Mob: 07783148045 

Email: info@groundwaterdesign.co.uk 

www.groundwaterdesign.co.uk 
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https://badentoygarage.co.uk 
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Slating, Tiling, Repointing, Flat roofs,  
Guttering, Velux windows, UVPC cleaning,  
Chimney repairs, Harling, Roof cleaning,  
Grass Cutting and garden maintenance,  
Fencing, Power washing and Painting 

 

 
 

Wishing all our customers a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year 
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Portlethen & District  
Community Allotment Association 
 
 
 

Autumn is approaching fast, and it will be a year since we formed our 
new committee to take the Allotment project forward. 
 

Much has happened over the past year,  with the planting of two 
hundred trees at our car park boundaries, many of them sponsored 
by our members to whom we are grateful. The money raised will be 
extremely useful in meeting part of our financial goals. 
 

We had a number of funding successes this year, notably the Lottery, 
Propeller fund, Aberdeenshire & Mearns area committee, Indaver 
(Ness Project) and the Leathan pub which gave us enough to erect 
our perimeter fence and access gates.  
 

We  have also ordered our ,Polycrub,  which  is  due  sometime in 
November, all the way from Shetland. We are continuing with various 
funding applications for the infrastructure layout,  tools,  compost 
toilets and hand wash station. 
 

There is a link on our face book page to short video explaining the 
history of the polycrub and how it came about. 
 

The Portlethen Men’s shed has been a great support to us over the 
past year with their donations of a picnic table and tools along with 
the use of their cabin to hold our meetings in and I can see this being 
an ongoing collaboration. 
 

We have formed a link with students from Portlethen Academy, 
where they visited the 
site and assisted in 
measuring and laying 
out our internal roads 
and paths. This is set to 
continue regularly with 
a new group every six 
weeks or so. It is also 
about the sharing of 
horticultural knowledge 
so they can grow their 
own  produce  in the 
future. 
 
 
 

 

We are due to receive around four hundred trees from the woodland 
trust to plant in our orchard area and hopefully the majority will bear 
edible produce, The layout of plots, polycrub and orchard is available 
on our page for you to view. 
 
During late September and October on most Sundays, we have been 
planting our beech hedging along the Westerly and Northern fence 
line that will in the long term provide protection from the winds and 
weather. 

Portlethen students visiting our site 
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On  the  last Sunday  in  September,  we  had  a  visit   from   two 
Aberdeenshire councillors who are very keen to promote/support our 
Allotment project where they can from within the council. 
 

Thanks to Councillors Catherine Victor and George Carr and me in the 
middle with the bunnit. 
 

I also believe we shall have a 
visit from Audry Nicoll MSP 
soon, who is keen to support 
our community project. 
 

Plenty of things to look forward 
to over the next few months in 
the preparation of our site for 
our members’ use. 
 

Martin Dear  
Committee Liaison member Catherine Victor, Martin Dear, 

George Carr  

Christmas events in and around Portlethen* 
 

Saturday, 23rd November: 
 Cammies Christmas Market 11am - 3pm  
Sunday, 24th November: 
 Bettridge Centre Christmas Fayre 10am-2pm 
Friday, 29th November: 
 Chapelton  
  Shopping, Drinks and Treats at the Boxes 4pm - 8pm 
  Christmas Lights Switch On at The Square 6pm 
Saturday, 30th November:  
 Newtonhill Church Christmas Fayre 10am - 
Sunday, 1st December: 
 Bourtree Pre-School Christmas Fayre 10am - 12noon 
 Mearns FM Christmas Fayre (at Altens Hotel) 10am - 4pm 
Tuesday, 3rd December: 
 Portlethen Primary Christmas Enterprise 3.30pm - 5.30pm 
Tuesday - Friday 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th December: 
 Portlethen Santa Run (details on p.11) 
Saturday, 7th December: 
 Fishermoss Christmas Event (TBC) 
 
Dates and times yet to be confirmed: 
 Christmas Tree Festival at Jubilee Hall 

 

* dates and times as known at time of going to press 
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Portlethen Community Council Update: October 2024 

We are pleased to announce that the Portlethen & District Community Council 

(PDCC) has successfully retained enough members to continue serving the 

community, ensuring that we remain an active and vital part of Portlethen. 

 

This year’s leadership team is as follows: 

• Chairman: Stewart Lees 

• Vice Chair: Airlie Robertson 

• Secretary: Allison Law 

• Treasurer: Mandy Ross (continuing her valuable work in this role). 

 

Community Market Success! 

Our  Community  Market has been a fantastic success,  becoming a popular 

fixture in local life. We’re excited to remind everyone that the next market will be 

held on the third Sunday of this month at the McIntosh Donald car park. Be sure 

to visit Sally’s and the butcher shop, both of which will also be open on market 

days, adding to the community feel and providing more shopping options. 
 

Mark your calendars: the market takes place on the third Sunday of every 

month. Don’t miss it! 

 

Sub-Committees at Work 

We currently have two primary sub-committees focused on making Portlethen a 

better place: 

1. Market Committee:   Working  hard  to ensure the continued success of 

the Community Market. 

2. Community Centre Sub-Committee:   This  group  is  dedicated  to 

exploring the development of a community centre in Portlethen. It’s an 

ambitious project that will take several years to come to fruition, but we 

believe that with small, steady steps, big rewards will come. 

 

Meet Your Community Council Members 

This year’s PDCC members are: 

Blair and Angie Meston  Domhnull Mclennan 

Jo-Anne Tait    Joy Komolafe 

Michelle Aitken   Paul McLean 

Lorna Doyle    John Burgess 
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A     Unique     Opportunity   for  2-7  year  
olds  to  develop movement, coordination 
and spatial  awareness through a football, 
fun, educational  and fitness environment.  

Classes available:  
Monday - Altens Community Centre.     
Tuesday - Portlethen Parish Church Hall.   
Saturday - Bettridge Centre Newtonhill.  
Sunday - Banks O’Dee. 
Please contact through Email: footstars@yahoo.co.uk.  
Or phone: 01224 932254.    

 

We encourage you to reach out to any of us with your ideas and concerns. Our 

meetings are open to the public and held on the fourth Thursday of each 

month at 7 p.m. in Portlethen Academy. Whether you join us in person or send 

written questions, we value your input!  
 

You can email us at portlethencommunitycouncil@gmail.com, where 

our dedicated volunteers will be happy to assist. 
 

Thank you for your continued support in making Portlethen a thriving, connected 

community! 

mailto:footstars@yahoo.co.uk
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CAR & VAN GARAGE SERVICES 
 

• SERVICING & REPAIRS   
• MOTS 
• TYRES 
• BRAKES 
• EXHAUSTS 
• BATTERIES  
• CLUTCHES  
• DIAGNOSTICS - ALL MAKES 
• DIAGNOSTICS - SPECIALISING IN MERCEDES BENZ 

(same diagnostics as dealers) 
• MERCEDES BENZ DIGITAL SERVICE BOOK ACCESS 

 
  

               
             Unit 10  
              Altens Lorry Park 

     Hareness Road 
              Altens 
              Aberdeen 
           AB12 3LE 
  
                 T: 01224 446101 
 

Email: Wilma.duthie@vsal.co.uk  
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Portlethen A2B dial-a-bus 
    

The   service   operates   weekly   with  an Aberdeenshire Council 
wheelchair-accessible minibus  
 

Wednesdays: 9.45 – 14.30 hrs 
 

The A2B service is open to:- 
People who have difficulty walking 
People with other disabilities 
Residents who don’t live near a bus stop or bus route. 
 

If you think you need door-to-door transport you may qualify. We can 
take you anywhere within Portlethen e.g. shopping, medical centre, the 
library or to connect onto  another  bus service.  You can  ask  for a trip 
at any time between 9.45 and 14.30 hrs, but you will need to fit in with 
other passengers.  Phone us to find out more about the service. 
All passengers have to be registered as an A2B member. 
All trips must be pre-booked.  Bookings can be made up to 7 days in 
advance, or up to 14 days for a medical appointment. 
 
Call us on the A2B hotline number 01467 535 333. Choose option 1 for 

bookings, option 2 for cancellations, option 3 for general enquiries.  
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R D Mathieson Slating 
Your local roofing specialist 

Time served Slater with  
25 years experience. 

All types of roofing work  
undertaken. 

 

• Slating/Tiling 

• Pointing 

• Guttering (Inc. cleaning) 

• Flat Roofs 

• Granite Cleaning 
 

Call or email for a free estimate. 

Mobile: 07752 959194   
Office:  01224 943488 

 

Email:  rdmslating@outlook.com 
Web: www.rdmslating.co.uk 

BON ACCORD 

Chiropody 
 

SUSAN DUNCAN 
MSSCh  MBChA 

 

20 North Silver Street 
Aberdeen, AB10 1RL 

 
Home Visits and Evening  
Appointments Available 

 

Telephone  01224 783552 
Or  07946  507623 

 
Registered member of the British  

Chiropody and Podiatry Association 

 
 
 
 

The Cloch 
team wishes 

all our readers 
a very happy 
Festive 
Season  
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Portlethen  

Medical Centre 

News Update 

 

Engage Consult 
 

Thank you to everyone for being so patient while we have implemented our new 

access system,  Engage  Consult.  We hope that you are finding it an efficient 

way to contact the practice, though we understand that this change will not suit 

everyone. 
 

Since we implemented Engage Consult,  we have processed  9482  Engage 

Consult requests from 13
th

 May  to 14
th

 October 2024. This is a huge number. 

Submitting a form instead of calling the practice allows our phone lines to be 
more accessible for emergencies and to those who are unable to complete an 

Engage Consult form. Hopefully those patients unable to complete an Engage 
form via the APP or via the Practice Website, will see an improvement in waiting 
times on the phones when phoning the practice.  
 

Staffing 
 

It is with  very  heavy  hearts  that  we  will say goodbye to two long serving 

members of our staff. 
 

Firstly, Dr Vicki Guthrie, who will retire at the end of January 2025. Here are 

some facts about Dr Guthrie: 
 

• Dr Guthrie started at the practice as a Salaried GP in September 2003 

and very quickly moved on to become a GP Partner in 2004. 

• Dr Guthrie has a specialist interest in Women’s Health and supported 

many of our patients over the years. 

• Dr Guthrie became a GP trainer in 2013 and has trained over 30 GP 

trainees. Many of whom have stayed on at the Practice and have since 

too become Partners. 

• While working at Portlethen Medical Centre, Dr Guthrie also worked for 

NHS Grampian, running the salaried doctors’ scheme for newly qualified 

GPs. This has had about 120 GPs through the scheme since it started in 

2005. 

• Dr Guthrie qualified as a  Yoga  Teacher  in 2019, and teaches many 

classes. 
 

I know a lot of patients will be saddened to read of Dr Guthrie’s retirement, but I 

am sure the patients, like the staff, would like to wish Dr Guthrie all the very best 

in this next chapter of her life: spending time with the family, walking her dog and 

travelling in her Motorhome. 
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Secondly, Lorraine, one of our Medical Administrators, will retire after 22 years’ 

service at the end of October 2024. Lorraine started at the Practice in 2002, 

when there was only 8 members in the Admin team. Lorraine has been a part of 

multiple changes at the practice over the years. She has seen the practice go 

from using paper records to being fully electronic and being part of the newest 

Practice Project, the implementation of Engage Consult. She has worked with an 

ever-expanding team of clinical and admin staff, her dedication and commitment 

to the practice will be sorely missed. We wish Lorraine all the very best in her 

well-deserved retirement. 
 

We are delighted to welcome three new members to our admin team,  Lynn, 

Diane and Angela. This takes our admin team to 22 Medical Administrators 

working a variety of hours covering 08.30 – 18.00. All three ladies have fitted in 

well to the team and are embracing the training and taking the day-to-day life of 

General Practice in their stride. 

 

Festive Period hours 
 

The practice will be closed  only  2  days  each week over the 2-week Festive 

Period.  These are  Wednesday 25th  and Thursday 26th December, and 

Wednesday 1st  and  Thursday 2nd January 2025. Monday, Tuesday and Friday 

of both weeks we will be open as normal 08.30 – 18.00. 

 

Repeat Prescription ordering over the Festive period 
 

Please refrain from ordering your repeat prescription too early, we are only 

closed for 2 days each week. If you order too early, you will be contacted by the 

prescription staff by phone or electronically, advising you that the request is too 

early and has not been processed. 

 

Zero Tolerance 
 

The Practice operates a Zero tolerance Policy in conjunction with NHS Grampi-

an. The Practice will not tolerate abusive behaviour towards any of our staff. 

Please be kind and considerate to all of our staff, we are trying our very best to 

help all the patients in these challenging times. 

 

The Practice would like to wish all our patients and families a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. 
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Kincardine Coastal  
    

Kincardine Coastal Church of Scotland  
Scottish Charity Number SC011353  

Minister: Rev. Tose Shayamunda 
 
Services
Kincardine Coastal Church looks forward to welcoming both old and new 
friends of all ages. 
 

Our Sunday Morning Service in Portlethen Church begin at 11:00 am. with an 
earlier service in Newtonhill at 9:30 am. 
 

We welcomed our new minister in mid October when Rev Tose Shayamunda, 
his wife and three children moved to the Portlethen Manse and you will see 
them all around the town over the coming months. 
 

Information on  Christmas,  Christingle, Watchnight and Christmas Day 
services will be advertised in early December.  
 
Christmas Events 
There will be a Christmas Fayre in Newtonhill Church on Saturday 30th 
November  beginning at 10:00 am. Teas and the usual stalls will be there. 
 

A Fairtrade Breakfast service will be held in Portlethen Church on Sunday 
29th December, starting at 10:30 am before the morning service and all are 
welcome. 
 
Soupa Tuesday Lunches 
These enjoyable events continue to be offered in Newtonhill Church on the 
first Tuesday of every month. Everyone is very welcome to join us in the 
church. 
 

£6 for soup, sweet & coffee 
 
The Girls Brigade 
1st Newtonhill Girls’ Brigade continues to meet every Monday evening in 
Newtonhill Church, beginning at 6.15 pm. with activities for girls from 5 
years old and upwards. 

Portlethen Newtonhill 
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They would be happy to welcome any girls from Portlethen too. 
 

Support from the community is always welcome and, if you require further 
information, please contact girlsbrigade@newtonhillchurch.org.uk 
 
The Guild 
The Guild meets regularly in Newtonhill Church – usually on a Wednesday. 
 

We always welcome any new members to join us for our regular meetings. 
 

If you would like to get involved in any of the events or organisations listed 
above,  please speak to anyone at the church or through our temporary 
website www.newtonhillchurch.org.uk 

 
This space could be  
working for you!! 
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Downies Kennels 
 

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1991 LICENSED AND INSURED 
 

Going on holiday? Make sure your pets have a good time as well. 
 

Our Kennels are set in 30 acres of land where the dogs get 
walked twice a day. Individual covered runs are attached to 

heated sleeping areas. All diets are catered for. 
All pets must be vaccinated. 

 

We now offer a grooming service and also a wash and go if you want 
your dog shampooed and blow dried before going home.  

 

Visit us before you book. We are open 9am-5pm Monday to 
Saturday and closed on a Sunday. No appointment necessary. 

 

Lynn and James Tait 
Downies Kennels 

Downies Road, Portlethen 
Aberdeen, AB12 4QT 

Tel 01224 780208 
Email: jamesrtait@btconnect.com 

mailto:jamesrtait@btconnect.com
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Bridge End, Downies Road, Portlethen    

Tel: 01224 781158  Email: lethenmotorsltd@outlook.com 
 

MOT TESTING STATION  -  CLASS I, II, IV 

FOR DIESEL, PETROL CARS & LIGHT COMMERCIALS UP TO 3000kgs 

SERVICING, DIAGNOSTICS, MECHANICAL REPAIRS  
TO ALL TYPES OF VEHICLES & MOTORCYCLE TESTING 

 Electronic Wheel Balancing 

 Tyre & Exhaust fitting at competitive prices 

 MINTEX - Brakes Fitted   LUK - Clutches Fitted 

 
We are closed from noon on 24th December until 6th January 2025, and 
wish to thank all our customers for their continued support during 2024. 

 

All our work is carried out to very high standards at very competitive prices, 

by qualified skilled mechanics and Electric/Hybrid Vehicle qualified staff 

All major credit cards accepted 

10% discount when service is booked with MOT 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Fully Qualified and over 20 years’ experience.  
Beauty Room in Portlethen. Treatments include Hair Removal, Gelish Nails, 

Facials, Spray Tans, Ear Piercing, Manicures, Pedicures, Teeth-Whitening, 
 Eye treatments - Tinting, Extensions, and Lifts, 

 

  Facebook – Beauty by Anne              Tel. 07903 126632    
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ST TERNAN’S SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
MUCHALLS  
 
 
 

Bishop of Brechin:  The Right Revd Andrew Swift  01382 459569  
Priest-in-Charge:  Revd Canon Mary Jepp  01569 762917 
 

www.stternans.co.uk   Facebook “St Ternan’s Episcopal Church” 
 

If you venture off the A92 at the signpost for Cookney and Muchalls travelling in 
the direction of Cookney, that is west, you will very soon come to St Ternan's 
Church.   St  Ternan's is an  Episcopal Church, a member of the Worldwide An-
glican Communion. Although the word Anglican appears, it is very much a Scot-
tish Church whose history reaches back into the early days of Christianity in 
Britain. 
 

The Episcopal Church show God's love in this world both through prayer and 
action.  Our Sunday services are not always the same, sometimes they are quite 
formal and take the form of a Communion service where we remember Jesus’ 
last supper before his death, sharing bread and wine and other times it might be 
a service where hymns are sung, scripture is read and prayers for God's people 
and creation are said. 
 

As a church community we have a Eucharist Service on Sunday at 10.30am. 
Then on Wednesday at 9.30am (Bible Study), followed by Morning Prayer at 
11.00am.  Occasionally, Quiet Days for prayer and fund raising are held. All are 
welcome. For more information, please contact Rev Mary Jepp at 

m.jepp@btinternet.com. 
 

As the days draw shorter, and we edge towards Christmas we are planning spe-
cial seasonal services.  These include: 
 

Sunday 1st December   3.00pm at  St Ternan's,  a  Service  of  Reflection, re-
membering our loved ones who are no longer with us.  
Sunday 8th December  3.00pm Christmas Carols at the Slate and Grain, 
Chapelton, music provided by the Stoney Fiddlers.  
Sunday 22nd December 10.30am at St Ternan’s. The Story of Christmas.  A 
service of readings and carols. 
Tuesday 24th December 11.30pm (Christmas Eve)  Midnight  Communion Ser-
vice   
Wednesday 25th December 09.30am (Christmas Day) Family Communion 
Service 
 

St Tenan's Church is a unique and very special place.  Its doors are open every 
day, during daylight hours, and it is a very good place to simply go and sit if you 
are in need of a wee bit of peace.  All are welcome to do just that. 
 

St Ternan’s wishes you all a safe 
and peaceful Christmas  
 
 

http://www.stternans.co.uk
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September Camps 
 
As   the  school  year wrapped up back in 
June/July, our thoughts turned to our exciting 
September  camp.  All   sections  were  due to  
camp  at Templars Park Scout campsite on  
the  same  weekend. Here’s how the planning 
process  unfolded,  and  what  made  this 
adventure a success. 
  
Before diving into the specifics, we first set 
our dates and checked that the campsite had 

availability that could comfortably accommodate everyone. We also needed to 
make sure we had the uniformed volunteers to meet supervision ratios and 
ensure everyone's safety and enjoyment. Beavers, Cubs and Scouts all have 
different supervision requirements,  and these must be met before we can 
proceed. 
  
Once these essentials were in place, we gauged interest from the Beavers, 
Cubs and Scouts. This preliminary count helped us work out the costs and 
split them fairly among attendees.  It’s  natural  to  expect  some  variation 
between initial interest and final sign-ups, but early enthusiasm can really get 
the ball rolling. 
 

With the deadline for note of interest behind us, we started to fine-tune our 
plans. This meant organising activities, setting menus, and arranging sleeping 
accommodations. All of this formed the basis of our costing based on how 
many notes of interest we had. As a charitable non-profit organisation we run 
tight costings so if several members change their minds at final sign up this 
can have huge impacts on the costs to everyone else. 
 

We  had  to  consider  dietary,  allergies,  any  medical  requirements, and 
additional support needs, which we gathered at the time of participant sign up. 
At this point, it’s crucial to avoid any surprises which could impact our leader to 
Beaver/Cub/Scout ratios. As volunteers, there are areas we might need help 
to understand,  and we may need to ask parents to attend and provide 1-1 
assistance  to  their young person if it’s needed.  If this is the case, we will 
contact parents to discuss. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1st  Portlethen  Scouts  with 
their pioneering  creation  at the 
September camp. 
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At camp, the goal is to accommodate as many of our young people as possible. 
To avoid surprises, which means understanding and preparing for additional 
support needs well in advance. Effective planning ensures our resources are 
efficiently allocated to every part of the camp. Non-disclosure of any individual 
needs can greatly impact the rest of camp and the attendees if leaders have to 
have their attention diverted to help with an individual situation. We will do our 
best to prepare and can risk assess only what we are told. We will continue to 
plan and prepare right up until the camp. 
 
Arrival day is a busy and exciting day. Some of our volunteers will take time off 
work  to  prepare  for  the  arrival  of our young people.  We will collect food 
supplies, set up kitchens, gather equipment, check our risk assessments, and 
carry out the necessary checks of fire extinguishers, fire escapes and muster 
points as necessary. Finally it’s time for our young people to start to arrive.  
Timely arrival means we can keep  supervision  focused and activities on 
schedule. We make sure we have the volunteers needed to accommodate the 
numbers we are expecting. Communication about any changes in attendance, 
both for young people and volunteers ensures we can make any necessary 
adjustments smoothly. 
 
Finally we have everyone on site and ready and raring to go for a fun packed 
camp. All our planning will hopefully ensure an enjoyable experience for all. If 
we have any issues with home sickness, injuries or anything else where we 
need to contact parents we will do so in good time. All our leaders work hard to 
ensure we have prepared our young people in our weekly meetings before 
camps, with discussions on what kit to take and what to expect if it’s their first 
camp experience. Our end goal was to ensure September camp was set to be 
an unforgettable adventure for all!  
 
Footnote 1: This may all seem a bit overwhelming, but thanks to the training we 
receive from The Scout Association and experience transfer from other scout 
leaders, we’re old hands at this. A good working relationship with the parents/
carers of our young people is also a clear success factor. 
 
Footnote 2: McIntosh Donald, Tesco Newtonhill, Warburtons and TPS Fruit & 
Veg are valued supporters of our scouting activities – they’ve ensured our 
young people and volunteers have been well-fed this past year! Thank you from 
all of us! 
 
Volunteers Always Needed 
We’re always looking for volunteers to come forward so we can continue to 
deliver Scouting to all our youth members. If you are interested, please contact 
our 1st Portlethen Scouts Facebook page or click the volunteer link under Con-
tact Us on our website.  
 

Keep Scouting alive and well in and around Portlethen 
1st Portlethen Scout Group 
 

Scottish Charity Number: SC032167 
 

Web: http://1stportlethenscouts.scoutsites.org.uk/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/1stportlethen 

http://1stportlethenscouts.scoutsites.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/1stportlethen
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Portlethen Library 
 
 
 

Junior Book Group – Read, Write Repeat will restart on Thursday 6 February.   
 
 

Join  Portlethen  Library  Junior Book Group  - 
Read, Write, Repeat - where you will dive in to 
fantastical adventures and go on an exploration of 
the world of books 
 

Open to readers age 7-10 years, the group will run 
a 4 month block.  Meeting on the first Thursday of 
the month 4-5pm. 
 

Please bring your favourite book or the book you 
are currently reading to the first meet. 
 
 

 
 

Are  you passionate  about  cooking  and looking to share your love for food with 
others?  
 

Join our cookery book group and connect 
with fellow food enthusiasts! Whether 
you're a seasoned chef or just starting out, 
this group offers a fun and supportive space 
to explore new recipes, learn culinary tips, 
and expand your cooking skills. Together, 
we’ll dive into a wide range of cookbooks, 
exchange  ideas,  and  inspire  each  other 
with delicious creations. It's a fantastic way 
to fuel your creativity in the kitchen, make 
new friends, and enjoy the joy of cooking. Come be part of our flavourful journey!   

 

The Portlethen World Cookery Book Group meets on the first Thursday of the month at 
5.45pm. 
 
 
 

To keep up to date with everything in the library visit: 

www.livelifeaberdeenshire.org.uk and say hello on our Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/portlethenandnewtonhilllibraries.  
 

Library opening hours are: 
 

Monday 9-5   
Tuesday 9-1 
Thursday 3-7   
Saturday 10 -2 

 

http://www.livelifeaberdeenshire.org.uk


47 

 

 



48 

 

 

  
 

 

Hillside School and 
Nursery 

 
 

Festive Fun! 
 

As we enter the Winter season, Hillside School prepares for a very busy 
period  with a variety of festive events filling the calendar, including 

Christmas activities,  shows,  parties  and  the  highly popular  lunch. In 

December, we will be inviting Beat Box Productions to Hillside to work on a 

Christmas performance with our Primary 7 pupils, and M and M Productions 

will be back with us once again to present a pantomime for us all to enjoy. 
Our Hillside Choir are also working hard, preparing for their performance 

at this year’s Evening Express Christmas Concert, taking place at the P & J 

Live. Our school X/Twitter account remains very active and continues to 

share information about events and an insight to learning across the school, 

so do feel free to give us a follow @SchoolHillside1. Hillside’s website has 
also had a little refresh, our new address can be found below.   

 

https://www.hillside.aberdeenshire.sch.uk/ 
 

Rights Respecting Schools 
 

In previous Clochandighter articles, we have highlighted our journey 

through  UNICEF’s Rights Respecting Schools programme – a framework 

for  demonstrating  learning and work related to  children’s  rights.  In 

September, we submitted evidence for the highest RRS Award – Gold. A 
Professional Advisor for UNICEF then met with senior leaders, groups of 

learners, staff, parents/carers and partners to discuss how embedded 

rights are in our policies, practices and ethos, and the impact of this.  
 

After a written report was sent to external advisors, we are now absolutely 
thrilled to announce that Hillside School has been awarded Gold status!  
 

From the opening of Hillside back in 2017, our school has 

committed to developing and promoting rights respecting 

learning and actions,  and this latest achievement is a 
reflection of our hard work through Bronze, Silver, and 

now Gold accreditation. A thank you too, to anyone that 

has helped contribute to our work as we endeavour to 

continue spreading the importance of the rights of the 

Child.            Want to lean more about rights and Hillside’s journey? Scan 
the QR Code above.  

https://www.hillside.aberdeenshire.sch.uk/
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Whole School Learning 

 

Hillside school enjoy coming together weekly at our school assemblies - one 
way we can share key messages and learning, including documenting our 
Rights Respecting focuses and achievements.  
 

In October, we  celebrated  Black  History Month, raising its importance 
and highlighting  this  year’s  theme  –  Reclaiming  Narratives.  Miss Munro 
presented an assembly and then some Primary 7 learners followed up by 
creating a display of relative literature in our library. The school has also 
recently  audited  the school library to establish texts,  both fiction and 
non-fiction, that represents various cultures and communities. As part of 
our ongoing rights respecting work, we continue to develop Racial Literacy 
amongst our learners.  
 

In addition, Hillside’s Digital Leaders have been highlighting the importance 
of  technology  in  today’s  world,  specifically  how  to engage with tech 
responsibly and safely. Digital technologies were a key focus of Hillside’s 
School Improvement last year, as we developed accessibility and key skills 
using iPads, Chromebooks and laptops.  
 

Portlethen Shoebox Appeal  
 

Hillside School are happy to have supported the Portlethen Rotary ShoeBox 
Appeal again this year, with boxes collected in November. The appeal seeks 
to provide children across  Eastern  Europe  with  a shoebox of gifts to 
families that can’t afford presents for the Christmas period. Hillside has 
supported the appeal for years and are grateful to our families who donate, 
helping put a smile of many young people’s faces during the holidays.  
 

TESCO Community Project  
 

Hillside  School  were  very  fortunate  to 
benefit from some of Tesco’s Community 
Funding  this  year - creating an outdoor 
learning space for our learners.  
 

We are so incredibly grateful for the work 
and funding from Tesco. This space extends 
our learning space, and makes a previously 
unused area now a site for stories, nature, 
planting, discussions and even camp fires!  
  

We very much look forward to sharing our outdoor learning, showing the 
impact of their hard work.  
 

 
 

From everyone at Hillside School and Nursery, we wish all our 

community members a very happy holiday ahead. ��� 
 

 
Miss Lesley-Anne Munro and Mr Jordan Leslie  

Head Teachers  

Hillside School 
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Email  -  Jubileehallportlethen@gmail.com 
Facebook  -  Jubilee Hall Portlethen 

Serving the Portlethen community since 1887 

 

Update from your community hall 
 

Those of you who have passed the hall in the 
last few days will have been impressed, I’m 
sure, with the brighter gable end. 
 

We need to extend our grateful thanks to 
Pete Manson of Claymore Inspection who 
offered to treat and then paint the gable 
end of the hall - for nothing, if we agreed to 
promote  his company! The advert opposite 
describes what he can do for you. 
 

He did a great job, and I do not hesitate to recommend his services. 
 

This work has rounded off a terrific year of upgrades inside and outside the 
hall. We have now completed the painting and decorating inside, refurbished 
our  storage  areas, created  a  small  meeting room upstairs, painted and 
decorated  the toilets and installed a high-quality projector and screen. The 
projector and screen were purchased with a donation from the local McDon-
alds franchise, whose generosity is much appreciated. I would also like to 
extend my gratitude to the staff and customers of the Leathan Arms, who 
raised a significant amount of money for the hall by hosting a Race Night. 
 

We look forward to continuing to serve our local community and provide a 
safe, warm space to hold your events. 
 

Please note that we have revised our booking fees for the hall: 

• Rental of the hall is now £20 per hour. 

• We also offer a projector, screen and high quality sound system 
for an additional £20 per booking. 

 

Contact us through our email,   

Jubileehallportlethen@gmail.com. 
 

 

We look forward to seeing you 
at the Jubilee Hall in the near 
future! 
 

Many thanks! 
 

Dave Johnstone 
Chairman  
 

mailto:Jubileehallportlethen@gmail.com
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*General property maintenance  
*Roof cleaning: 
   *Moss, mould & algae removal 
    *Soft washing 
*Power washing  
*Decking cleaning 
*Fence cleaning & painting 
*Power washing patios & driveways 
*Sealing patios & driveways 
*Minor roof repairs 
*Installation of UPVC: 
 *Guttering, fascias, soffits, dry edge & verge systems  

Exterior Cleaning and Maintenance Services 

Reliable, Friendly and Local Service 
Contact us today for a no obligation quote 

Email: peter.manson@claymoreinspection.com 

 
GET READY FOR 

WINTER! 
AVERAGE HOUSE 

SIZE GUTTER 
CLEANING 

£20.00 

mailto:peter.manson@claymoreinspection.com
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BONNIE LANDSCAPES 
  

Fencing Patios  Paths 
Driveways  Gravel  Turfing 

   
Tel:  John (01569) 767541 

Mobile: 07504782322 

             

  BENNETT SECURITY LTD 
 

               Fire & Security alarms        
      CCTV, Door entry & Security Lighting 

Wireless intruder alarms installed from £495 plus Vat 
Intruder Alarm servicing £45 plus Vat 
Interlinked smoke detection installed 

 

01224 783195   07977119402 
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Portlethen Primary School 

 

Hello!  

We are a group of Primary 7 pupils from Portlethen  

Primary. This term, we have been working with Mearns FM to 

plan and prepare our own radio show. Each week, we worked 

with Neil to discuss our school, local news, and local events.  
 

Last week, the four of us went to the Portlethen Church Hall 

where we went live on the radio! During our live radio show, 

we played songs that we had chosen, and we each had a turn 

of speaking live on the radio about different things. Working 

on the radio show with Neil is an exciting and fun experience 

for us. We were all a bit nervous to speak live on the radio for 

the first time, but we enjoyed it! 
 

We will be presenting on Mearns FM on the first Wednesday of 

every month at 10am.  

 

 Brodie, Harry, Sophia and Ava.  
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 News from the Shed           
 

Portlethen & District Men’s Shed and Garden is open to anyone 
who wishes to come along and see what the Shed does.  
 
Our opening hours are Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 
10am to 1pm. Check out our Facebook page for more details.  

 
We are located on Cookston Road opposite the former Police Station. Whether you 
wish to be actively involved 2 or 3 times a week or occasionally you will be made 
welcome. 
 
After  getting  the  summer  holidays  behind  us,  the  members  are  once again 
responding  to  requests  from  the local community. These range from garden 
planters, garden benches, garden  furniture  and  other smaller items.  A recent 
request was to make  two washing line clothes poles.  The Shed is happy to repair 
or refurbish your garden furniture  and  other items that are within our capabilities, 
so just let us know what you need. Should you wish the Members to make you an 
item, repair something or if you have a project you would like us to assist with, 
please get in touch and we can discuss your requirements.  
 
I hope you were able to visit us at Portlethen Market held in the Jubilee Hall on 20th 
October 2024,  to  see  first-hand who we are and what we do and make for the 
community. 
 
After  last  year’s  success making wooden poppies to raise funds for the yearly 
Poppy Appeal, we again manufactured a number of wooden poppies to raise funds 
for the 2024 Poppy Appeal. 
 

We intend to start a Garden Tool Sharpening service early next year so watch this 
space for more details. 
 
 
 
 
 

Two recently rebuilt benches  
     
 
 
 

 
 
 

During the summer, our gardeners once again participated in local Horticultural 
Shows this year at  Stonehaven Town Hall and Duthie Park, Aberdeen and managed 
to win in several of the categories. 
 

Shed Members had a stall at the recent Summer Fayre held at the Portlethen Bowling 
Club. We showed a range of items made or repaired by Men’s Shed Members. Most 
items were purchased by the visitors and some future work was requested. 
 
 

We thank everyone who has made tool and material donations to the Shed over the 
last few months.  All such donations are always welcome. 
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If you wish to join the  Portlethen  &  District  Men’s  Shed,  please contact the email 
address below and ask for a Membership Form. If you wish to make a donation to 
Portlethen  &  District  Men’s  Shed of timber or tools, please get in touch.   We can 
arrange collection of your donations.  Our thanks to everyone who donated tools and 
wood over the past few months. 
 

So, come along for a blether and learn more about how to get involved. Please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch if you have any question or need assistance. 
 

 
Jim Duguid, Secretary P&DMS 

 

 

Email: secretary@portlethenmenssheds.co.uk 
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THE LARDER  

(PORTLETHEN AND SURROUNDING AREAS) 
 

 

 #THELARDER   #FORTHECOMMUNITYBYTHECOMMUNITY 
 

The Larder at the Porty Cabin on Cookston Road (opposite Portlethen Primary School) 
is getting prepared for another busy period. Winter 2024/25 is likely to be a struggle for 
many individuals, pensioners and families as the cost of energy increases again. The 
Larder is here to ease  some  of these difficulties,  as no one should have to choose 
between “Heat or Eat”. We offer fresh milk, bread, eggs, fruit and vegetables, freezer, 
fridge and cupboard items, toiletries, cleaning and baby items, all for a small donation, 
pay what you can. 
 
There are still many people in our local community that do not realise that The Larder 
is available to  EVERYONE.  Please come in and visit  The  Larder  to see the organic 
vegetables donated from the farm at Bridge of Muchalls through the 
@oneseedforward organisation and the fruit and vegetables received weekly from 
FareShare. These items are for EVERYONE to benefit from, for a small donation, pay 
what you can. We also sell fresh farm eggs, soup packs and bananas at a fair price. The 
Fareshare items are excess stock items and are distributed to us to stop them from 
being sent to landfill and prevent food waste. Please see our weekly Facebook updates 
on the food items donated or pop in to see for yourself. All monetary donations are 
then used to purchase fresh items weekly. 
 
If you find yourself struggling with food cost and could benefit from extra help, please 
scan the QR Code attached to place an order or visit our Facebook page and click the 
link to open a Google form to choose the items you are short of. We can also be con-
tacted via c19portlethenhelp@gmail.com or 07376 133870. 
 
The Larder is open Monday 6pm-8pm, Friday 2.30pm-4.30pm and Saturday 10am-
12pm. Our volunteers are there to help anyone needing some extra support and you 
do not require a referral from another organisation. 
 
The Portlethen and surrounding areas communities, continue to amaze us with all the 
help and donations we receive on an ongoing basis, and we are so grateful for all this 
support! The Larder has also been very fortunate to be supported by Portletico FC and 
they have raised an overwhelming £6,200 after an exhausting 24 hour sponsored cycle 
in The Leathan in September. Thank you all so much! 
 
Have a lovely Festive Season and Best Wishes for 2025! 
 

The Larder Team 
 

about:blank
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News from  

Cllr. Mel Sullivan 
 

 

2024 has been, so far, a year of dramatic lows and highs. I was on the losing side in the 

argument to keep some school crossing patrollers (based on safety reviews), but on the 

winning side when it came to keeping swimming pools open. Looking ahead, I expect 

council cuts to be even more brutal next year. Most of our money goes on things we 

just can’t touch – like our contribution to health and social care, or on keeping teacher 

numbers up. This means things that we don’t legally need to do could all potentially be 

cut. Some councils have changed the lengths of their school days to save money, 

stopped  providing  free  food  waste  bags,  closed swimming pools and gone to the 

statutory minimum service on things like school transport.  
 

The damaging one-way system by the  retail  park while the  bike  lanes  were being 

constructed, was something I was in almost daily contact with residents and the council 

over, with no success in getting a compromise to improve the flow of traffic. Thankfully 

the construction is all over now (though I see part of the brand new pavement is being 

dug up this week for something else!). I’ve had serious concerns about the layout and 

logic of these paths raised with me though, so it isn’t as done and dusted as I’d like. 

(Please note this was NOT built with council money!) My brightest point so far this year 

was  getting a replacement bridge over the  Elsick  Burn  in  Newtonhill.  Sometimes 

common  sense,  creative  thinking and folk all pulling together really does make a 

difference. If you are one of those brave (crazy?!) cold water swimmers, keep an eye 

out in case  Stonehaven outdoor pool opens over the winter for unheated sessions. 

Following a chance conversation with a member of the Baltic Bluetits,  I got the ball 

rolling with colleagues, resulting in a call for interest in weekly cold water sessions at 

the outdoor pool. At the time of writing, I don’t know whether it will be trialled or not. 
 

Huge congratulations to our local Inspiring Aberdeenshire Local Hero Courage award 

winner Suzanne Davies (Chapelton), as well as finalists Portlethen Youth Club 

(Inspirational Volunteer award) and Julie Hay (Community Spirit Award). I know Julie 

from helping her get the  Fine  Piece  Café  up and running again after lockdown. Her 

energy and people skills are to be envied! Morag and the team running the youth club 

have put so much time and effort into creating a safe, welcoming space for our young 

people. I don't personally know Suzanne, but I'm in awe of her fund raising - £100,000 - 

wow!  You  can watch a video of the  award  ceremony  and  nomination  videos  on 

Aberdeenshire Council’s Youtube channel – just search for ‘Inspiring Aberdeenshire 

2024’.  
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The  following  cared-for  items  are  now  accepted  for local charities via the reuse 
containers:  

•Furniture with fire-retardant label   

•Electrical items with all parts and plug    

•Sports equipment     

•Bric-a-brac/general household items    

•Garden furniture and equipment      

•Footwear   

•Toys   
 

Hopefully  this  will  go  well. It isn't a swap shop - charities will collect the items for 
reselling (Stella's Voice in our area).  
 

Speaking of the recycling centre – please check before you go (especially on Mondays), 
as staff shortages and some recent equipment failure has meant unexpected closures or 
service reductions. 
 

You can find me on Facebook as ‘Councillor Mel Sullivan, North Kincardine’. My 

webpage is https://melsullivan.mycouncillor.org.uk. You can sign up to receive my non

-political weekly news emails. These include the latest planning applications and other 

local items of interest. My email address is cllr.m.sullivan@aberdeenshire.gov.uk. If 

you’d like to find out more about the Scottish Liberal Democrats, my email is 

mel.sullivanNK@gmail.com. 

 

CALLING ALL  
VOLUNTEERS 
 
 

 

Do you have any spare time on Wednesdays?  
Weekly? Fortnightly? Monthly? You choose!! 

Want to put a little bit back into our community? 
 

Portlethen Young at Heart Group are looking for new volunteers  
to help out with their lively group of elderly members. 

We enjoy music, games, exercises, coffee, chat and lots of  laughs!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information please contact:   
Cyril Bennett     01224 784833        
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Portlethen  Rainbows,  Brownies  and 
Guides have had a busy term, with lots of 
fun activities happening!  
 

Our Portlethen Brownies and Guides 
have both had residential experiences, 

with  the Guides camping at  Cairndee  Guide  Campsite near  Fettercairn   in 
September, and the Brownies staying indoors at Templars Park in October.  
 

The  theme  for the Guides weekend was Taskmaster, and lots of interesting 
challenges were completed, from juicing fruits using everyday items, to building 
a bridge over the burn, to a mega game of hide and seek! It was the first time 
sleeping in a tent for most of the group, and despite a slight lack of sleep on the 
first night, everyone had a fantastic time!  
 

The Brownies enjoyed a “Brownies and the Chocolate Factory” weekend with 
chocolate tasting, baking, a scavenger hunt, 
crafts and lots of 
conker collecting 
(200!!). This was 
some of our 
Brownies’ first 
time staying away 
from home, and 
they all had a 
brilliant time!  
 

 
 
The Portlethen Rainbows have recently enjoyed a 
visit to Farm Stop and enjoyed meeting lots of very 
cuddly animals!  
 

Thank you to all our volunteers who allow Girlguiding to happen in Portlethen, 
our organisation is  entirely  volunteer-led  and without them, it just wouldn’t 
happen!  
 

Unfortunately, our waiting lists remain long, and we 
are always looking for new volunteers; volunteering 
can be flexible to suit anyone. If you are interested, 
please register using the link below, and a local 
volunteer will be in touch. 

 
 

Guides enjoy a campfire 

Brownies exploring in the dark 

Rainbows making some  
new friends! 
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Councillor Catherine Victor 
 

I cannot believe that I am writing out the Christmas Edition of the 
Clochandighter. Where has this year gone? 
 

I’m  afraid  Julie  Hay  didn’t win  the  nomination for Inspiring 
Aberdeenshire Community Service. The competition was tough, 

but I would like to  take  this  opportunity  to  congratulate  all  those who were 
nominated,  and  especially  the  ones  who  were  shortlisted.  They  are  all  an 
inspiration to us all, their dedication to their communities is humbling. 
 

I  fought  hard  to retain  Findon  Park  as a recreational area for the community. 
Unfortunately, my motion to reject the Planning Dept. recommendation for 
‘change of use’ from recreational to residential was voted down by the councillors 
at the Full Council meeting in September. I was very disappointed at that decision, 
as it closes the door on the possibility of the community ever getting that football 
pitch back. The latest report on open spaces and sporting facilities, highlights the 
lack of both in Portlethen. We did not need another green space taken away. 
 

The pitch is to stay as is but only for the Travelling community to use as their 11 
aside pitch. There will be five caravan pitches with kennels, allowed on the site at 
any one time and there is a lot of landscaping required in the conditions. 
 

I visited the Farm Shop and Glenfinnan Farm in Portlethen a few days ago. I was in 
my element with all the animals and how well they are looked after. So many of 
them you can handle, feed and stroke, great for the kids but also for we adults. 
Many of the animals are from endangered species, so the work that Christina and 
her family are doing there is very worthwhile. You can book a slot at Farm Stop and 
it is by appointment only. 
 

Great to see the Elsick bridge repaired and back in use. I must compliment the 
Council on the speed that they reinstated this bridge. Well done, let’s hope it’s 
there for many years to come. 
 

I visited and planted an oak tree at the long awaited 
Portlethen Allotments. The committee have done a 
power of work already on the site, A fine deer fence 
now encloses the area, and the next job is the con-
struction of the track around the interior. This is an 
expensive project, and they are looking for funding 
to carry it out. I will do what I can to source the 
grants that are available and look forward to a 
speedy route to completion. 
 
 
 
 
 

I wish you all a very merry Christmas and a good New Year. I will be in Australia 
from 6th December to 14th January, visiting my family over there. The last visit I 
had was in 2006 so there’s a lot of catching up to do!  If  you  need  help  in this 
period, can I ask that you contact one of the other Councillors to assist? Thank 
you, see you in 2025. 

 cllr.c.victor@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

Cllr Catherine Victor, Martin 
Dear, Cllr George Carr 

mailto:cllr.c.victor@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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Sun 01 Dec Fri 13 Dec 

Table (Immanuel) Christmas Carol Singalong

Sharing a meal and Location TBC 
considering John 1 7.30–8.30pm 
10.30am Featuring Fishermoss 

  Primary School pupils 

Sun 08 Dec 
Sun 15 Dec Advent-themed 

Gathering 

Advent-themed 

Gathering 

10.30am 
10.30am   

  Sun 22 Dec 

  Christingle 

  10.30am 

     portlethencf.com 

 

portlethencf.com 

Sun 01 Dec 
 
Fri 13 Dec 

Table (Immanuel) Christmas Carol Singalong 

Sharing a meal and Location TBC 
considering John 1 7.30–8.30pm 
10.30am Featuring Fishermoss 
  
 

Primary School pupils 

 
Sun 08 Dec 

Sun 15 Dec Advent-themed 

Gathering 
Advent-themed 

Gathering 
10.30am 10.30am 

   

  Sun 22 Dec 

  Christingle 

  10.30am 

JOIN US FOR CHRISTMAS 
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Rotary  International is first and foremost a  world-wide service organisation, 
donating our time directly and using our skills to do good in the world. In fact, a 
friend is just off to Florida to help Rotary there with the clean up after the latest 
hurricane. There is no cost to come along and find out about what we do. We 
will be in Sally’s café, Portlethen, on 7th December from 11.00am. Please come 
along, have a coffee with us and find out more; we’re happy to chat about our 
passion for Rotary!  

 
Youth  
 

Young Chef.  Our Rotary Young Chef competition took 

place in the Academy last month, a huge thank you is due 

to the HE staff for their support. The four finalists had to 

budget, purchase their ingredients, cook their meal and 

tidy up.  Thanks to Andy Smart,  chef/proprietor of  The  

Stack in Muchalls, for judging the competition and agree-

ing to mentor our winner Eve as she goes through to the 

District round. 
   

Young Musician.  We  are  looking forward to the  Rotary  

Young  Musician competition will take place in the Academy on 25th November. 

This year, the winner will go forward to the District round to be held in the New 

Year. Again thank you to the staff of the music department for their support.   
 

RYLA. The Rotary Youth Leadership Award, RYLA, takes place over a week at 

Abernethy, and is not just ‘a weekend away’. Before they go on their various 

outdoor activities, the candidates listen to inspirational speakers, some of them 

former RYLA awardees themselves, who encourage them to stretch themselves.   
 

The  candidates have the opportunity to lead a group of their 

peers at some point during the week, on activities such as 

mountain biking, bouldering, gorge walking, building a raft (and 

keeping it afloat!). This year we had four applicants for only one 

place, and Neve was selected. She retuned from her adventure 

to tell us how the speakers and leading the activity for the day 

had given her the confidence she will take with her to university 

next year. We are currently looking for a sponsor for next year 

as the course is becoming more expensive, but we feel so 

worthwhile.  

 

Service. 

We helped at the  Chapelton  Bike  Ride again,  keeping the cyclists fed and 

watered.   
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We also give our time and skills to raising funds for other beneficiaries. Recently 
we ran a very successful Quiz Night which made over £300 for the funds of the 
Skateraw Hall in Newtonhill.   
 

Rotary in Aberdeen and the North of Scotland are again supporting Charlie 

House Children’s Hospice. Our members will be at the door in Matalan on the 

weekend of 26/27th October, selling raffle tickets costing just £1 each for the 

great prize of a car. We will also be on duty in the Bon Accord centre on 16 th 

December, so if you are passing you can see the car which will be there daily 

during November and December. 
 

For many years,  we have been known for  Shoeboxes and  Purple for Polio 
crocuses. Unfortunately, we have had to tighten our belts in the current financial 
squeeze, and  have  decided  that  this  will  be  our  last  year of the Rotary 
Shoeboxes in schools and the community, as the cost of the boxes has doubled. 
The cost of the  crocuses  we  have  donated  to  the  local communities in 
Cove, Portlethen and Newtonhill  has also risen and sadly we will no longer be 
supplying these.  
 

Fundraising.  
To support local charities, we will have a stall at the Fine Piece in the Jubilee 
Hall on 18th December with a main raffle prize of a Christmas hamper.  
 

With  World Polio Day approaching and the situation in Gaza preventing the 
usual  regular  vaccination,  the  UN,  assisted  by  vaccinators  from Rotary 
International, are setting up clinics in the refugee camps. An increase in cases 
has been reported due to the lack of  sanitation in these  areas.   We have a 
Purple for Polio piggy bank with an explanatory poster on the bar in the  Golf 
Club  to accept donations of small change. Purple in reference to the colour 
painted on the nails of the vaccinated children.  
 

Social.  

We will be playing a team in The Gavel, the District table games competition, 

against Stonehaven and Laurencekirk clubs. As a group we have been to the 

Tivoli to hear Phil and Aly and Christmas celebrations are planned as we have 

chosen to join the Christmas Party Night at the Golf Club.  
 

If you would like to assist us with any of the above activities, or just find out 

about the diversity of Rotary International, please message us via our Facebook 

page or contact our Exec. Secretary on acm739@btinternet.com.   

 

SCO-DEC 
  
 

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING DECORATING AND 
PROPERTY CARE SERVICES 

 

Free Quotes and Advice 
 

DAVID SCORGIE  Tel. 07710796514 
   scodec51@gmail.com             www.sco-dec.co.uk 

mailto:acm739@btinternet.com
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MEET THE TEAM 
 

DAVID OLIPHANT – TREASURER 
 

 
Hi, my name is David Oliphant, and I am one of 
the drivers and the Treasurer for the Portlethen 
and District Voluntary Community Ambulance 
Association. 
 
I am an Aberdeen lad and, although I am now 
retired and living in Banchory Devenick, I was 
brought  up  on  the  north  side of the city in 
Stoneywood, where my father worked at the 
Stoneywood paper mill. I went to Bankhead 
(Bunkheed)  Academy  and then to Aberdeen 
University. I graduated with a degree in Chemistry 
and after a very brief period working for the North 

East of Scotland River Purification Board, and then for Michelin at the long 
since demolished tyre factory on the south side of the city, I managed to get a 
job with an oil company – Shell, based at Tullos.  
 
I started at Shell in April 1980 initially working in one of the brand-new build-
ings at the Tullos site, and after 36 years with the company (which included a 
few overseas postings) I retired from Shell from the same site in 2016. So, as 

you can imagine, it was quite sad for me to see the buildings being pulled 
down this year.  
 
Working  as  an  oilfield  chemist  was  very  far removed from driving the 
Community Ambulance and I must admit I was a bit hesitant when an ex-work 
colleague of mine, (Colin Stratton - one of the stalwarts of the ambulance 
team), cornered me at the local golf course and persuaded me to give it a go. 
However,  I  have to say it was a very good decision to join as I thoroughly 
enjoy being a driver of the little blue bus.  
 

I give up one afternoon a week as a volunteer driver taking patients to and 
from their appointments at the Portlethen Medical Centre. Anyone who knows 

me will testify I am a blether and so chatting to the patients on the journey to 
and from the  Medical  Centre  is right up my street!  Sadly, for some of our 
elderly patients, a drive in the ambulance and a wee chat with the driver is 

sometimes as much interaction as they get with the outside world. So, if I can 
engage with them and maybe raise a smile, it leaves me (and hopefully them) 
feeling a wee bit happier. I also find that, despite some of the crosses they 

have to bear, the patients are nearly always cheery and rarely complain, and 
this makes me realise how trivial some of my own moans and groans are. 
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I have been doing the driving now for coming up for 3 years and we have a 
great but small team of lady and gent volunteer drivers from hugely different 
backgrounds. However, ideally, we need a couple more drivers in the pool, so if 
you can spare a regular morning or afternoon, or simply could be available as a 
relief driver, we would love to have you join us.  

Last year another stalwart from the team, our long-standing Treasurer, Sandra 
McCafferty, decided it was time to step down from the role and so I have taken 
over as Treasurer for the charity. Sandra has been great and spent a lot of time 
getting me up to speed on the Treasurer duties, but what no one told me is she 
is a bit OCD, so her record-keeping was superb and will be a hard act to follow.  
  
I hope that one or two folk reading this might take the plunge, or at least dip your 

toe into the Community Ambulance service drivers’ pool. 

We would like to mention some of the businesses who have been supporting 
our Charity with providing their services.  Lethan Motors maintain and service 
our vehicle, William Nicol wash the vehicle in their wash-bay once a month, 
and Seabrokers update our website when we need any changes.  A huge 
thanks to you all! 
 
If you are interested in joining our team, please contact: 
 

Contact Lee Drain on 07876 301062 (ldrain@aol.com) or  
David Walton on 07468 883289 (j.d.walton@btinternet.com) 

 

K6 Kabs    
 

Wheelchair Access 
       General Taxi Runs 

  Contracts 
 

        Tel  07747 200662 

Contact your Local Councillor 
 

David Aitchison  -  cllr.d.aitchison@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 

Shirley Burnett  -  cllr.s.burnett@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 

Mel Sullivan  -  cllr.m.sullivan@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 

Catherine Victor  -  cllr.c.victor@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

mailto:ldrain@aol.com
mailto:j.d.walton@btinternet.com
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Mearns & Coastal Healthy Living Network  is  a charity 
established in 2002 to support the wellbeing of older people 
living in Kincardine & Mearns. We focus on the things that 
older people themselves say are important, and which help 
enable them to live independently for as long as possible. 
 

We also give older people in the community the chance to 
build their skills and confidence by volunteering with us. 
 

Based in Laurencekirk, our charity is run by a small team of 
staff and a Board of directors. 
 

Our services include a transport service, shopping service 
and garden maintenance service.  
 

Groups we offer in Portlethen are: 
Tuesday (weeky during summer: Railway Station – 9.30am 
– Gardening Group  
This group are ScotRail Station Adopters, they over see the 
beds and planters at the station, finishing with a cuppy at the 
Men’s Shed cabin.  
 
Thursday (first of the month): Porty Cabin - 10.00am-2.00pm  
—Digital Support Café.  
A monthly opportunity to take along a device that you are 
having problems with. One of our volunteers will be on hand 
to problem-solve with you. Refreshments available.  
 
For more information about our services and groups: 
44 High Street,  
Laurencekirk,  
AB30 1AB 
 
01561 378130 

office@mchln.org.uk 
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Useful Addresses and Phone Numbers 
 

Bourtree Hall 
Booking Secretary 
Angelene McKay 
Tel: 01224 782734 
 

Bourtree Pre-School Group 
Bourtree Hall 
Berrymuir Road 
Tel: 01224 782472 
 

Family Resource Centre 
Portlethen Academy 
Bruntland Road 
Tel: 01467 537111 
 

Fishermoss School 
Berrymuir Road 
Tel: 01224 472875 
 

Franciscan Missionaries 
16 Dunvegan Avenue 
 

Hillside School 
Newlands Drive 
Tel: 01224 472850 
 
 
Homestart 
32 David Street 
Stonehaven 
Tel: 01569 767773 
 
 
Jubilee Hall 
Booking Secretary 
E: Jubileehallportlethen@gmail.com 
 
 

 
Portlethen Academy 
Bruntland Road 
Tel: 01224 782174 
 
Portlethen Church Office 
Tel: 01224 782883 
 

Portlethen Library 
Portlethen Academy 
Bruntland Road 
Tel: 01224 472870 
 

Portlethen Medical Centre 
Old Portlethen Road 
Tel: 0345 0130720 
 
Portlethen School 
Cookston Road 
Tel: 01224 472845 
 

Post Office 
Morrisons Daily 
Unit 4-5 
The Green 
Berrymuir Road 
Tel: 01224 783752 
 
Social Work Department 
Rowanbank Road 
Adult Services 
Tel: 01569 690532 
Children’s Services 
Tel: 01467 537111 
 

Swimming Pool and  
Academy Sports Facilities  
Oak Drive 
Tel: 01224 472873 
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Need to speak to your local MP/MSP? 
 

Andrew Bowie MP 
House of Commons 
London, SW1A 0AA 
Tel. 01224 766959 
or e-mail andrew.bowie.mp@parliament.uk 
 

Audrey Nicoll MSP 
51 Victoria Road, Torry, Aberdeen AB11 9LS 
Tel. 01224 876743 
or email: audrey.nicoll.msp@parliament.scot 
Twitter: @Audrey4ASNK 
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Advertisers’ 
Quick  

Reference 
 
 
 
 
ARCHITECTS Ewen Buchan    01224 969600 
   Groundwater Architectural Design 01224 782035 
          
CAR VALETING SERVICE 
 

   Abersheen Valeting   07783 191797 
                                       
ELECTRICIAN & ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
 

   SK Electrical    07843 236630
   
ESTATE AGENT Balfour Manson   01224 784855 
 
FIRE & SECURITY ALARM INSTALLATION 

 

    Mike Bennett    01224 783195 
 
GARAGE  SERVICES  
    
   Badentoy Garage   01224 054994 
   Coull Cars Ltd MOT   01224 781888 
   Custom Tuning   01224 954061 
   Lethen Motors Ltd  MOT  01224 781158 
 
LANDSCAPE GARDENER  

   Bonnie Landscapes   01569 767541 
 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

   Michael Morton   07809 896151  

 
SLATER  S Milne Slating Services  01224 950925 
    
SOLICITOR  Balfour Manson   01224 784855 
                
TAXIS   A2B Taxis  Murray  -  07525 471063 
 

   Jan’s Taxis    07583 075839 
  

   K6 KABS   Gordon  -  07747 200662  
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  FULL PAGE  (Colour)  £200.00  
  

 HALF PAGE  (Colour)   £100.00    
  

 QUARTER PAGE (Colour)  £  55.00       
 

 FULL PAGE  (Black & White) £  90.00      
  

 HALF PAGE  (Black & White) £  50.00      
 

 QUARTER PAGE (Black & White) £  25.00  
 

               "%7&35*4&34½ 26*$, 3&'&3&/$&° l    fqkk 

*available only to those with full advertisements  

 

*****************************************************  

Favourable comments received about work done by advertisers are 
acknowledged by a rosette in their advertisement  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

bƻǘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ:   

Advertisers can only be awarded a ROSETTE if they 
are nominated by YOU.   

If you feel that they should have a Rosette, please  
email  

 

clochandighter.editor@gmail.com 
  

Articles 

Do you have something the Community should know about?  
Do you have something of interest you would like to share?  

Then what are you waiting for?   
This is YOUR magazine, so just send it to:-  

 

clochandighter.editor@gmail.com 
 

CLOSING DATE FOR  
THE SPRING EDITION IS 

1ST FEBRUARY 2025 

A D V E RT I S I N G  R A TE S  
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